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Perhaps you have been aware that there is a new Lutheran hymnal called Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW). Our Worship and Music Committee and the Congregation Council have approved a plan for St. Mark’s to purchase this new worship resource. ELW is more than just a collection of hymns. It is a full worship resource that provides for the worship needs of the congregation in all circumstances and seasons.

So what is new about ELW and what is not?

· It contains over 800 hymns for worship. We have already been using many of the new hymns as inserts in our bulletin. 
· Most of the hymns in our current hymnals are also in ELW, including most of your favorites.  
· There are 10 musical settings for Holy Communion. Three of these you already know. 
· ELW has a special section just for Lent and Holy Week worship.
· Luther’s Small Catechism is printed in ELW.
· Resources for weddings, funerals, confirmation, and other special occasion services are there as always. 
· The focus in these services is on Baptism as the source of our identity and calling.
Why purchase this resource?

There is nothing wrong with our current blue and green books. But ELW has resources that neither of the blue nor green books have. Having one worship book is easier for new folks to follow in worship. Yet, one of the most compelling reasons for ELW is to move toward “greener” worship. The use of projection in worship means that there is less printing needed, and we can move back to worshipping out of our hymnal rather than printing a booklet as we have done for several years. This also improves our flexibility and spontaneity in worship. 

Here is what you can do to help:

We will need 180 hymnals for our use. You can support this effort by giving one or more copies of ELW in our special campaign. This is especially meaningful for all of us when you give in memory of a loved one or in honor of someone special. You are invited to give using the form below. Please submit this form to the church office or place it in an envelope in the offering plate along with your check. Each copy of ELW costs $22.50. The campaign will run now through November.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name(s)      

Total number of ELWs given      
Phone #      

Email      
(Complete one line for each ELW given.  Make sure the following is exactly as you would like it to appear on the bookplate in the front of the ELW)
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