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Welcome to Dave Dixon, our new Sexton. Dave has been a member of 

St. Mark’s since February and has taken on the task of cleaning the 

Nursery School and the Church. Dave lives in Cherry Hill and is a fa-

miliar face to many of us. Welcome, Dave! Glad to have you! 



  

  

Finally, my siblings in Christ, rejoice in the Lord.   

To write the same things to you is not troublesome to me,  

and for you it is a safeguard.  1 Philippians 3:1 

         

 Effective teaching reaches far beyond the classroom.  Think back to a teacher that taught you a life 

lesson that has followed you throughout your entire lifetime.  The impact that a teacher has, even from the 

earliest stages of development follows a student throughout his or her educational career, as well as in daily 

life.  As the above reference from Philippians suggests, teaching can be quite repetitious.  In fact, that’s what 

“catechism” means – to drill questions and answers until the teaching is committed to memory.   

          But teaching is so much more than just getting children to memorize information.  Quality teachers 

have dedicated themselves to life-long learning, and have enrolled in countless hours of education, both in 

college and continuing education classes.  Dedicated teachers prepare lesson plans, set goals for students, 

and cultivate a learning environment that encourages students to want to learn.  Teachers share knowledge 

and help to promote critical thinking skills, as well as to promote hands-on exercises that help students grow.  

Finally, teachers provide thoughtful, considerate, and respectful feedback on the development of the student, 

so as to keep learning on target for the student’s stage of development. 

          For the past three years, I have had the pleasure of witnessing all of the teachers in our Nursery School 

as they exhibit the above characteristics.  However, Nancy Dempsey has earned the respect of students, par-

ents, colleagues and church family for over 19 years as she has served the St. Mark’s Nursery School.  Nan-

cy considers her vocation as ministry.  She considers it her responsibility to teach with authority and respect.  

She loves helping young minds to develop beyond basic educational and fine motor skills, but to help chil-

dren understand moral reasoning and respect for others, the environment, and especially themselves. 

          At the end of May we celebrated Nancy’s time with the Nursery School as she moves into a new 

phase of her life – retirement.  While she and Bob love to travel, they especially love spending time with 

their family.  Retirement will give them opportunities to do both at their leisure.  But have no fear, Nancy 

isn’t done yet!  She plans to continue volunteering for church ministries that will bring her joy and peace in 

Christ. 

          I know that by the time you receive this newsletter we will have passed the celebration for Nancy’s 

retirement.  But please take a moment to thank Nancy for her years of dedicated and faithful service to our 

church and the Nursery School.  She is a true disciple of Christ who yearns for the Truth of the Gospel to be 

central in her life.    

       In Christ’s peace!  

       Pastor Jay      

  

From	the	Pastor 



St. Mark’s Nursery School & Day Care 

Nursery School 

June has been a busy, busy month.  The preschool kids began summer camp the week of June 4th.  We have 

so many children that we opened another room.  This is a first! We are so excited that the program has 

grown this much!  Kelly McHugh has had a great start as lead in the 3-year-old room, she is bringing such 

enthusiasm to the program.  Andi Libby is the lead in the four-year-old room, and she is continuing to bring 

joy and creativity to the program.  This summer we are enjoying Music lessons from Miriam Payne from 

the Ritz Theater.  We will also enjoy a comedian, a puppeteer, and a theater group.  It looks to be a great 

summer, full of different activities that are sure to excite the kids.   

Summer Camp 

The elementary children started the Summer Camp program on June 20th.  What a jam-packed summer so 

far!  Emily Thompson is the lead in the Kindergarten room, and Deb McHugh is back as our lead in the Ele-

mentary aged children.  We have a lot of new faces, and the kids are getting along beautifully.  Trips begin 

the week of July 11th.  We are excited to start new adventures with our campers. 

VBS 

Bible school registrations are pouring in.  We will need to limit the preschool age, as ratio and state law de-

mands.  The elementary children are signing up as well.  Bible school will be the week of July 16th.  We are 

looking forward to learning about Daniel’s Courage in Babylon.  For more information please call the main 

office.   

Youth Group 

Youth Group will continue once a month in the summer through September.  We will meet July 8th, August 

12th, and September 16th.  These meetings will be held from 6:30-8:00, as an extended meeting time.   

 

July 16-20 

See the Nursery School web page  

for the registration form.  

https://www.stmarksoaklyn.com/

nursery-school 

All children ages 21/2 thru twelve. 

Volunteers needed! 

Contact Bonnie Alkins 

Or the church office.  

Vacation Bible School 



Oaklyn Community 

Food Pantry 

The Pantry is in need of the following items:  

Canned soup—but not chicken noodle 
Coffee 
Sugar 
crackers 
Ketchup & mustard 
Cereal 
Peanut butter crackers 
Jelly 
Granola bars 
64 oz. juice bottles 
Dish detergent 
Laundry detergent 
Individually wrapped rolls of toilet paper 
 

Thank you for your support! 
 

The Oaklyn Community Food Pantry served 30 

families in June, giving out the normal breakfast 

and dinner bags as well as fruit, vegetables, and 

rolls. Thanks to the generosity of the shoppers at 

the Collingswood Farmer's Market, we received 

365 pounds of produce and the South Jersey 

Food Bank which donated 210 pounds.  

On-Going 

Outreach Projects 

 

Change for Change 

Can Tabs for  
Ronald McDonald House 

Coups for Troops 

Box Tops for Education 

Coups for Troops 
Our Coups for Troops outreach began in the 
summer of 2013. We sent the first shipment in 
September of that year. The coupon program 
ocpnet.org was found online. On their website is 
a list of worldwide bases available for adoption. 
We selected the 409th BSB in Grafenwoehr, 
Germany. To help narrow down the choices of 
bases, it was decided to pick one in Germany 
because Martin Luther was German. The 409th 
BSB was chosen because of St. Mark’s street 
address—409 White Horse Pike.  
Just recently a shipment of coupons worth $8545 
was sent, bringing our year to date total to $51, 
359. Our total since inception of the program has 
now surpassed $500,000.  
Current and up to two months expired clipped 
coupons are always welcomed! Coupons are col-
lected in the receptacle on the table in our Out-
reach Center.  
Many thank to Steve & Nancy Marino for all 
their work with Coups for Troops! 

Outreach Opportuni�es 

 

Collingswood  

Farmer’s Market 

Volunteers are needed once a month to collect 
donated produce for the  

Oaklyn Food Pantry.  
See the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the 

Narthex for exact dates. 

The Philadelphia Mandolin & Guitar Or-
chestra Concert collected $626, which will be 
put towards the Bonnie J. Alkins Scholarship 
Fund for St. Mark’s Nursery School.  

Thanks to all who helped! 

School Supply Collection 

In July and August we will be collecting: 

pencils—erasers—pencil box or pouch—pencil sharp-

ener—5 inch blunt point scissors—glue sticks—

crayons—wide ruled 1 subject notebook—pocket 

folders—loose leaf filler paper—3 ring binders—

tissues—hand sanitizer—lunch bags—back packs 



Fellowship OpportunitiesFellowship OpportunitiesFellowship OpportunitiesFellowship Opportunities    

Coffee HourCoffee HourCoffee HourCoffee Hour    

Each week in between the services  

we share a time for community at our  

Coffee Hour in the Gathering Room.   

Friendly reminder – please contribute, 

either by bringing along a treat, or put-

ting a few dollars in the plate.  

Thank you!  

Ladies’  LunchLadies’  LunchLadies’  LunchLadies’  Lunch    

This month the ladies will be  
car-pooling to  

Island Grill in Ocean City 
On Wednesday, July 11. This group 
meets the second Wednesday of each 
month for food & fellowship.  

Sign up in the Narthex.  
 All are welcome!  

Men’s  DinnerMen’s  DinnerMen’s  DinnerMen’s  Dinner    

Join the guys for fellowship and 

friendship. This group meets the third 

Sunday of each month at 5 pm in the 

Gathering Room for dinner and con-

versation.  This month’s dinner is on  

July 15. All men are welcome!  See 

Steve Marino for more information.     

Book ClubBook ClubBook ClubBook Club    

The ladies decided to change the book from "The Great Alone" to "The  
Nightingale" by Kristin Hannah because of availability.  
The group will be meeting Monday, July 9th at 7 pm. 
About the book-  Two sisters living in Nazi-occupied France during World War 
II choose different paths to survive the harsh realities of war. 
Their stories of love and loss intertwine throughout the novel as they each discov-

er themselves and the strength within them. 



 

St. Mark’s is starting a Social Media Team. This 

group will manage our Facebook, Twitter, Insta-

gram and YouTube presence as well as contribute 

to our print materials.  

Contact the church office if you would like to 

know more! 

Please consider donating any tablets or iPads you 

no longer need to St. Mark’s. We will use them to 

share our on-line worship services with our sick 

and shut-ins.   

Tech News 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

St. Mark’s now has a Facebook Page. Look for St. 

Mark’s Lutheran Church Oaklyn ELCA. Like and 

Follow us! And share with your Facebook friends!  

   Can’t get to church on a Sunday morning? Or 

perhaps you really liked the sermon and want to 

hear it again? You can access our Sunday Wor-

ship services on our Facebook page.  

   Please join Pastor Jay on Facebook, Monday 

evenings at 7 pm for Prayers and Reflections.  

Other Facebook pages which may be of interest: 

 Living Lutheran 

            Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 Old Lutheran 

   Need help with Facebook?  Give the church of-

fice a call! 

       Follow us on Twitter              
@stmarksoaklyn  

 

 

Follow us on Youtube 

St Marks Oaklyn 

 

Follow us on  

Instagram 

St Marks Oaklyn 

 

Have you seen our new webpage? 
www.stmarksoaklyn.com 

Parish Paper 

Each monthly issue od The Parish Paper provides 

ideas, insights, research-findings, and practical 

methods that strengthen the effectiveness of con-

gregations in accomplishing God’s purposes 

through their various ministries. 

Www.njsynod.org/parish-paper 

Church wifi: Network name: The Promised Land 

  Password: 1Lutheran Church 



 

 

 

 

God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday is September 9.  We will be continuing the 

recent tradition of cross-generational service projects during the Sunday School 

hour. Also on the day is our Rally Day Fair at 11:45am Watch for more details! 

It's Farmer’s Market Time again! 
 
St. Mark’s Outreach is delighted to announce that 

Lourdes Wellness is again offering to partner with 

us on behalf of the Oaklyn Community Food Pantry, 

and Bridge of Peace.  

This is the sixth season for this healthy, community 

building, food-sharing initiative. As before, we will 

have the table one Saturday each month.  The dates 

are 14, August 18, September 15, October 13, and 

November 17. We are there from 7:30 am to noon, 

when the Market closes. Volunteers of any age are 

most welcome. Come for any part of the time. Help-

ers are also needed to transport and store the food 

directly afterward.  We love to have strong teen ag-

ers help with this final stage! Everyone is invited to 

come out and be a part of this effort. It’s always a 

fun time.   

To sign-up for a Saturday please use the sheet on the 

bulletin board in the Narthex.  

 

CARING MINISTRIES TEAM 

Caring Ministries is a team for those who are inter-

ested in helping to care for others in our congrega-

tion.  It is much more than visiting the sick.  It could 

be as simple as a telephone call to a member or 

sending a card.  It might even mean preparing a cas-

serole and delivering it to someone going through 

something in his or her life where a helping hand 

would be appreciated.  

If you are interested in serving in this important 

ministry of the church, please call Lynne Rogers 

email Lynne at – lynne.rogers@verizon.net.  

The next Caring Ministries Meeting will be held in a 

few weeks.  It will be announced in the newsletter 

and the announcements.   Please email Lynne if you 

have any questions.  Thank you. 



  Prayer List:  

Dottie Armstrong, Lynn Bozorth, Kay Car-
penter, Von William Drebes, Nicholas Ellis, 
Julia Elsasser, Jen Emerson, Pat Emerson, 
Charles Federico, Alberta Findeisen,  Paul 
& Vicky Fiorelli, George Fuchs, Rebecca 
Gormley, Diana Gregg, Stewart Greist, Roy 
Hoover, Dave & Marie Jack, Phyllis John-
son, Joan Keown, Melissa Lauterborn, Nan-
cy Marino, Al & Millie Mayes, Jane 
McConnell, Tracy McHugh, Ruby Mitchell, 
Dorothy Morton, Wayne Paull, Carol 
Penenga, Helen Peycke, Millie Rhoda, Bill 
Rogers, Lynne Rogers, Ralph Serena, Vick-
ie Shannon, Betty Springman, Cynthia 
Terres, Peggy Thompson, Sandie Unruh,  
the Bilicki Family, family and friends of 
Barbara Kean, and family and friends of 
William Kemmerle, brother of Nancy Ma-
rino.  

Military Prayer List:  

General John Kline 

Our College Students: 

Christian Akerley – Millersville University 
of Pennsylvania 

Lenessa DeFrank—St. Joseph’s University 

Madisen Harvey – Ursinus College  

Nicole Wakeley – Widener University  

Kate Morgan – American University 

Kevin Walters – Penn State 

Stephanie West – The College of New Jer-
sey 

 

If you would like to add someone’s name to  

the prayer list,  

please use the tall Prayer Request card in the pew  

July Birthdays 

3—Shelley Kline 

3—Tom Page 

4—Judy Wuestefeld 

4—Roger Wuestefeld 

10—Pat Cook 

13—Logan Sherrer 

16– Jackie Walters 

22—George Akerley 

22—Jone Stewert 

24—Charlotte Harvey 

25—Eleanor Dill 

27—Bill Rogers 

29 –Laura Powell 

30—Mark Dill 



 Prayer Group 

For over 25 years, people have gathered at 6:30-7:30 

am Thursday mornings to pray. Everyone is welcome 

to join us as we pray for individuals, our community, 

and the world, supporting and uplifting as the Holy 

Spirit leads up.  

Hoping to see you Thursday! 

 

Let all who are faithful offer prayer to you.  

Psalm 32:6 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

The prayer shawl group met June 26th. We cur-

rently have  

We still have a good supply of yarn but always 

welcome donations. Anything we can’t use, we 

pass along to the Nursery School or VBS. We 

could also use blank note cards to enclose with 

the shawls and blankets. If you know anyone 

who would benefit from the comfort of a blanket 

or shawl, please see Judy Rayser or Judy 

Wuestefeld at the 8:00 service, or Marie Viereck 

or Alvina Stultz at 10:30. 

We’re always looking for knitters and crochet-

ers to join the group. We usually meet the 4th 

Monday of the month at 1:00 in the Gathering 

Room, but since were in the summer months, 

we’ll be meeting September 24. 

Adult Bible Studies 

There’s no lack of Bible study meetings at St. Mark’s, 

even in the summer time.  

On Sunday at 9:15am between the two services, Cindy 

Page leads a group in the front building.  

On Tuesday mornings at 10:00am Verna Panaccio 

leads a very lively group of ladies. Currently they are 

studying Revelations.  

On Wednesday evenings at 7:30 is yet another study 

group.  

Although these groups have been meeting for years, 

new people  are always welcome to join.  It’s a great 

way to make some new friends and have some compan-

ions at church. Don’t be shy! 

Parish Life  

 The Parish Life committee plans activi-

ties for the congregation.  If you have a sugges-

tion please see Ginnie Donato or call the church 

office.  

August 4 – Phillies Game 

Wall of Fame Induction for Roy Halladay 

See Verna Panaccio 

 

September 15 – Bus Trip 

Sight & Sound “Jesus” 

Sold Out! 
 

September 30—Church Picnic 

At the Parsonage 

$5 each 

Hoagies & Wraps provided.  
Bring a side to share, a drink and a chair.  

 

October 3 – Sight & Sound 

“Jesus”  
Car-pooling from the church 

See Karen DeFrank 

 

Looking for something to do?  
Parish Life recommends the  
Chinese Lantern Festival at 

 Franklin Square Park in Philadelphia. 

Worship & Music 

 

We are always looking for new volunteers for Worship 

Assistants.  If you are interested in serving in any ca-

pacity – assisting minister, reader, communion assis-

tant, usher, cantor, prayer, Altar Guild, etc., please 

make a notation in the Friendship Register and some-

one will get back to you for training and scheduling. 



 

Altar Flowers and Sanctuary Candle 

Worship is an experience of beauty! Elements of our worship service such as the architecture, the altar, the 

music, and the people draw us closer to God. Flowers at the altar are a beautiful gift to God and wonderful 

expression of our love for those being honored.  

Here are a few ways to make a Candle or Flower Memorial Request: 

Use the sign-up sheet in the Narthex and sign on the appropriate line.  

Use a Pew Envelope. Note the requested date, and the person(s) being honored. 

Call, email, or visit the Church Office.  

When you donate Altar Flowers, you may bring them home after the second service, or you may leave 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Columbarium News 

In God’s kingdom, there is room for everybody, but not 

so for the Columbarium Niches at St. Mark’s!  

As of April 30th, 2018, we have either filled or reserved 

every niche in the existing wall of final resting places. 

In order to accommodate future internments, we need 

to purchase more niches.   

 If you have considered being interred in our Colum-

barium, please see Pastor Jay.  The cost is $500.00 per 

niche. 

Giant Church Picnic! 

Sunday August 19 @CrossRoads Retreat 

Join CrossRoads for their annual end of 

summer bash. Family, Friends, and congre-

gations are welcome to attend this fun-

filled day. Registration beings at 2 pm. 

Closing worship at 6:30 pm. Cost is $12 per 

person, $35 Family maximum. Register at 

CrossRoadsRetreat.com 



 

Do you buy items online from Amazon? 

 Amazon will contribute a  

small percentage of each sale to a  

charity or non-profit of your choice.  

St. Mark’s is on their list.  

Go to  

smile.amazon.com/ch/21-0652118  

to add St. Mark’s to your plan.  

 

 

 

 

On July  29
th

 Beth Gebhart from Lutheran Social Ministries will be joining us. She will bring infor-

ma on about Feet in the Street . If you who like to join the commi$ee – all mee ngs via phone – 

please let her know. 

God’s work, Our hands is scheduled for Sunday, September 9, 2018. This day is an opportunity to 

celebrate who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Service ac vates offer an op-

portunity to show how we work together to make our communi es a be$er place. At Lutheran So-

cial Ministries of NJ (LSMNJ) we value the hands of our churches and hope to provide addi onal op-

portuni es for service the weeks before and a1er September 9
th

 as well as the actual day.  

Here are some ways our congrega on can serve: 

• Pray for the people we serve and our employees who care for those in need 

• Join us for an awareness and fundraising walk Feet in the Street by forming a team 

to walk Saturday, September 8
th

 – see flyer for details 

• Bring a group to one of our facili es to: entertain residents, work on a gardening or pain ng pro-

ject  - see flyer for program loca ons 

Collect and package needed items for the people we serve - to be completed at your church – 

see flyer for a list of items 

If any of these opportuni es to serve God’s work, Our hands is of interest please reach out to Beth 

Gebhart, bgebhart@lsmnj.org or 609-699-4133 for addi onal details. 

 

 

Finally a new Church Directory has been complet-

ed. If you would like one, please let the church of-

fice know. Karen will email you a link to a pdf file 

that you can either save to your computer or print 

out yourself. If you don’t have a printer, the office 

has a limited number of printed copies. As always 

the church is working on saving resources 

Updates and corrections will be published in the 

monthly newsletter.  



PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE WHEN  

⇒ You or a family member is sick or in the hospital.  

⇒ You have family or friends needing prayer to add our list in the announcements.   

⇒ Conversely, please let the office know of any names that should be removed from the list. .  

⇒ You are planning a meeting or scheduling an event,  

so it can be placed on the church calendar,  and in the announcements. 

⇒ A baby is expected in your family.  

⇒ You want to arrange for a Baptism or Wedding.  

⇒ A family member has passed away.  

⇒ Your telephone number, email,  or address has changed  

or if you are planning to move, locally or out of town.  

⇒ You would like to sponsor the Altar Flowers or Sanctuary Candle. 

⇒ You would like to become a member.  

⇒ You feel the Church can help you in any way.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bonnie J. Alkins Scholarship News 

 In the past two years, over $2000 has been awarded to four families to assist with the cost of tuition 

for our nursery school. The fund balance grows with donations, and the reinvestment of a portion of the con-

tributions & interest. 

 Thank you for your generous individual donation and your support of our fund raising activities. In 

April, St. Mark’s Tea donated $435 to the scholarship fund. Thanks is also given to George Akerley & Pastor 

for inviting the Philadelphia Mandolin & Guitar Orchestra on June 10th. It was a fabulous and unique concert. 

The group donated $486 to the scholarship fund .  

 In the fall, a dine and donate event will be held at PJ Whelihan’s Restaurant in Haddonfield. Watch for 

details. Donations to this fund may be made at any time. For further information please contact Nancy Demp-

sey through the church office.  



St. Mark's Lutheran Church Oaklyn, NJ

1 6/28/2018 1:03 PMKaren DeFrank, Office Manager of St. Mark's Lutheran Church
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August 2018

July 2018

Jul 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8:00am Worship with 

Holy Communion 

9:15am Adult SS / 

Coffee Hour

10:30am Worship with 

7:00pm Prayers & 

Reflection with Pr. Jay

7:00pm Nursery School 

Board Meeting

8:00pm NA (Annex 

10:00am Bible Study

5:30pm AA Meeting

7:00pm Step Aerobics

6:30am Prayer Group

7:00pm Step Aerobics

5:30pm AA Meeting

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

8:00am Worship with 

Holy Communion 

9:15am Adult SS / 

10:30am Worship with 

7:00pm Youth Group

1:00pm Music Academy 

Meeting

7:00pm Book Club

7:00pm Prayers & 

8:00pm NA (Annex 

10:00am Bible Study

5:30pm AA Meeting

7:00pm Church Council 

Meeting

7:00pm Step Aerobics

11:00am Ladies Lunch

7:30pm Bible Study

6:30am Prayer Group

7:00pm Step Aerobics

5:30pm AA Meeting 7:30am Collingswood 

Farmer's Market

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

8:00am Worship with 

Holy Communion 

9:15am Adult SS / 

10:30am Worship with 

5:00pm Men's Dinner

9:00am VACATION 

BIBLE SCHOOL

7:00pm Prayers & 

Reflection with Pr. Jay

8:00pm NA (Annex 

9:00am VACATION 

BIBLE SCHOOL

5:30pm AA Meeting

7:00pm Christian Ed

7:00pm Step Aerobics

9:00am VACATION 

BIBLE SCHOOL

7:30pm Bible Study

6:30am Prayer Group

9:00am VACATION 

BIBLE SCHOOL

7:00pm Step Aerobics

9:00am VACATION 

BIBLE SCHOOL

5:30pm AA Meeting

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

8:00am Worship with 

Holy Communion 

9:15am Adult SS / 

Coffee Hour

10:30am Worship with 

7:00pm Prayers & 

Reflection with Pr. Jay

7:30pm Faith in Action 

Meeting

8:00pm NA (Annex 

10:00am Bible Study

5:30pm AA Meeting

7:00pm Worship & 

Music Meeting

7:00pm Step Aerobics

7:00pm Social Media 

Team

7:00pm Healing Service

7:30pm Bible Study

6:30am Prayer Group

7:00pm Step Aerobics

5:30pm AA Meeting

29 30 31 Aug 1 2 3 4

8:00am Worship with 

Holy Communion 

9:15am Adult SS / 

Coffee Hour

10:30am Worship with 

7:00pm Prayers & 

Reflection with Pr. Jay

(Facebook Live)

8:00pm NA (Annex 

Parlor)

10:00am Bible Study

5:30pm AA Meeting

7:00pm Step Aerobics

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
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